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NOREW VACHSS

The "Burke” novels that attorney Andrew
Yachss writes (FLOOD, BLUE BELLE. HARD
CANDY, etc.) sell mililons of coples
worldwide, win him fans in a half-dozen

nau mainstay,
r inking a number of major
) Marvel and DC. “Placebo”
his first work for Dark Horse.
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I'M ALWAYS HERE.
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BUILDING

SOMETHING

TAKE CARE OF
THE WHOLE
GETS BROKE,
THEY CALL ME

T LIVE IN THE
BASEMEN
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CLUSTOPIAN, REPAIRMAN.

.—.| .
< % Ny
RNy
WMWLEM ,
' SRS
— e
’ : O oS ST
: YRY T 20 mmm&mEm =
%9 304 30T = .Awfww- mw Fm.
b HH = EEEI w. %ﬁEDOANRTW 55 -
§ 03z8LP ey L 599 IEEXRuQ20u
98 . Sw¥i } zW . BEE X
: WHMT%WM Wm”u : Wﬁ_m .. HHFE %) =
.:_._G_NE WM TTH% R <50
RS ZQy oy 27 Z 2/
- RN RUY Gmm. o ol
I_MWW.HIW Iw...r..w HZE i g - (0 S A xx !
/ 4 P e 4
e / L =
\......H...x......‘ = Bl = e E

.. F ¥ _——

e f
£
4

=0 -

" i )f-=
K..w....m .
g
i~
. P N

e : G

WHERE I PIDN'T
WANT TO BE.
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SOME OF THEM




I L'WWVE BY MYSELF. A DOG |
LIVES WITH ME. 1 HEARD
A NOIWSE BEHIND MY
BUILDING ONE NIGHT--
IT SOUNDED LIKE AKID
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SOME FREAK WAS : SnE R R S CAME OUT, HE WAS OKAY, BUT HE
CARVING HIM UP
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PECPLE ASK ME TO FIX
ALL KINDS OF THINGS.

A GANG |IN THE NEIGHBOR-
HOOD USED TO GIVE THE
PECFLE A HARD TIME. 1
WENT LIPSTAIRS AND
TALKED TO THE GANG.

3 WITH THE PEOPLE. [

% THEY PAYME TOFIX [

4 THINGS -- 1 FIX -2
4 THINGS. I PON'T

TRY TO FIX THINGS i.— \"\\ m -*.3}-;.,-_: e
FOR THE WHOLE 2 E ,

: THE GANG WENT | &
CARE ABOUT THE ARl S
JUST WHATS MINE ,
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B 1 JUST CARE
7% ABOUT DOING
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i MRS, BARNES
KID, TOMMY, LIVE IN THE
BUILDING. HE'S A SWEET-
NATLRED BOY, MAYBE
TEN YEARS OLD. TOMMYS
A LITTLE SLOW IN THE
HEAD, GOES TO A
SPECIAL SCHOOL AND
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| MAYBE THAT'S WHY MRS. |}
| BARNES TOLD ME ABOUT |y

‘ THE MOMSTRRE N 5 -. 3 R R W A i
§ WAS WAKING UP IN THE R N :

S NIGHT SCREAMING. . N e e o Ha HE TOLD H ¥

R SN .y TR Dy L THET] THAT MONSTERS
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: LIVED IN HIES ROOM
AN AND CAME AFTER
HIM WHEN HE WENT
T2 SLEEFP
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1 TOLC HER THAT SHE SHOULD
TAKE TOMMY TO SOMEONE WHO
KNOWS HOW 1O FIX THESE
THINGS.

T — e —

SHE TOLD ME HE HAP
SOMEBODY-- A THERAPIST
AT HIS SPECIAL SCHOOL.
| DR.ENGLISH. HE WAS
LIKE A FATHER ,SHE SAID.

SRPLS
FINALLY T
TOLD HIM I
COULD DO IT.
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ONE DAY HE TOLD ME
ABOUT THE MONSTERS

11l HHWSELF. ASKED ME
TO FIX IT.
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I CHECKED THE ROOM FOR MONSTERS. HE TOLD ME
THEY ONLY CAME AT NIGHT. T TOLD HIM I COULD FIX
IT BUT IT WOLILD TAKE ME A FEW DAYS. THE BOY

] WAS REAL HAPPY. FLASHED IN A
N S SEQUENCE.

THE BOY STARED AT
T FOR. A LONG TIME.
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1 HE LIKES TO 8IT

i ON THE FIRE :
24 ESCAPE AND ;
WATCH THE OTHER [
KIDS PLAY POWN
BELOW. ITS ON
THE SECOND
FLOOR, SO HE
CAN SEE THEM
GOOPD.

AND T THOUSHT I HAP
IT ALL FIGURED OuT.
THE MONSTERS WERE
IN HIS HEAD. T MAPE

:
e

I TOLD HIM THIS WAS A
MACHINE FOR MONSTERS.
T . d AS LONG AS THE MACHINE
\1 . '_".-_ - E ' R -"_'.. b : o ‘. T Wﬂs TUR_HE'D QNI MM' g
~ TR _ N STERS COULDN'T COME
IN HIS ROOM. T NEVER
SAW A KID SMILE LIKE
HE CID. HIS MOTHER
TRIED TO SLIF ME A FEW

| I DION'T TAKE IT. T NEVE \
| DO. FIXING THINGS 1S MY J0B. S 7

I GO TO THE LIBRARY A LOT
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW |

4 THINGS WORK. T LOOKED UP
"PLACEBO" IN THE BI& DIC-

1 TIONARY THEY HAYE THERE.
IT MEANS A FAKE, BUT A
FAKE THAT SOMEBODY BE-
LIEYES IN. LIKE GIVING A
SUGAR PILL TO AGLUY IN A
LOT OF PAIN AND TELLING 1 : '
HIM IT'S MORPHINE. IT f
DOESN'T REALLY WORK i : [
BY MBELF-ITS ALLIN LI P
YOUR MIND, :

. ] WOKE UP SCREAMING

AND HE DIDN'T STOF.
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. .&?ﬁ‘ S | HI8 MOTHER RANG
.. o ST — el | MY BUZZERAND T
I TS 7 WENT P TO THE

£ N Bl APARTMENT.

TOMMY SAID THE
MACHINE DIDN'T

 SToPPED BEING
SCARED. HIS MOTHER |
TOLD ME SHE HADA |
TALK WITH DR, ENGLISH. B
HE TOLD HER THE
MACHINE T MADE
WAS APLACEBO,"AND
THAT TOMMY WOULD
ALWAYS NEED
THERAPY.
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HE WASN'T MAD
AT ME, BUT HE
SAID HE COULDN'T
GO BACK TO
SLEEP. EVER.




T
N THEY TOOK THE BOY
S TO A HOSPITAL. THEY
B @AVE HIM SOMETHING
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i HE ASKED IF . T M . .
{ I COULD BUILD R

i T CALLED THE ScHooL. @

i SAID T WAS WITH THE

A STATE OWSABILITY

] COMMISSION. THE

4 LADY WHO ANSWERED

] TOLD ME PR.ENGLISH
WAS AT HOME, RE -
CUPERATING FROM
A BROKEN ARM, I
SOT HER TO TELL ME

HIS FULL NAME, &0OT
HER TO TALK.

/

I TOLO HM |
I'D WORK ON

THE DAY AFTER HE L | SHE CALLED TK.
SAID HE WASN'T ENGLISH AT THE
AFRAID ANYMORE. SPECIAL SCHOOL,
THE PILLS WORKED. BUT THEY SAID
NO MONSTERS HE WAS OuT FOR
CAME IN THE NIGHT. : A FEW DAYS.

BUT HE SAID HE HURT HIMSELF
COULD NEYER &GO ON A 8KI TRIF
HOME.- OR SOMETHING.

SHE TOLD ME THEY WERE
LUCKY TO HAVE PR.ENGLISH.
HE UBED TO WORK AT SOME
SCHOOL WAY UP NORTH--

IN TORONTO, CANADA --

BUT HE LEFT BECAUSE HE
HATED THE COLD WEATHER.

I THOUGHT
ABOUT IT IOR




THE LIBRARIAN KNOWS ME.
SHE SAYS T'M HER BEST
CUSTOMER BECALSE T =
NEVER CHECK BOOKS OUT. 1 ASKED THE LIBRARIAN SOME

T ALWAYS READ THEM QUESTIONS AND SHE SHOWED
RIGHT THERE. T NEVER ME HOW TO USE THE NEWSFPAFPER
WRITE STUFF DOWN--T INDEX. T CHECKED ALL THE
KEEF IT IN MY HEAD. TORONTO PAFERS UNTIL T FOUND
IT

€aves pust ane
boarding schc

Toronto — Saying
could no longer p
his duties if his “e
action is 0 be g
tioned by laymen,”
Robert K. English,
fl  resident psychiatris
the Gilmore Child
e Center, a school
.1"'.' mentally and emiotic
4 |y disabled children
el nounced his resign
today. English’s d
ture comes on the
of last week's acc
tion, made by the
ents of the as
unnamed child,
English engaged in
proper physical
tact” with students i
care. English denies
accusation, saying,
laymen have misi

"\.."':::L. ""\\“\h .

il PR.ENGLISH WAS LISTED
3 IN THE PHONEBOOK.
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MRS, BARNES © ME
DR. ENGLISH WAS :
COMING BACK TO THE
SCHOOL NEXT WEEK.
SHE WAS GOING TO
TALK TO HIM ABOUT
TOMMY, MAYBE CET

HIS THERAFPY IN THE

e HOSPITAL LINTIL THE

N BOY WAS READY TO

DAYS, WORKING
IT ALL OUT IN

I e b
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I TOLD HIM T WAS /
BUILDING A NEW
MACHINE --1'D

HAVE IT READY FOR
HIM NEXT WEEK.
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1 TOLD HIM WHEN HE 0T
HOME T WANT HIM TO WALK
THE DOG FOR ME. OUT IN
THE BACK WHERE THE OTHER
A KIDS PLAYED. T TOLD HIM
d T'D TEACH HIM HOW. HE -
REALLY LIKED THAT. HE | O3
SAID HE'D TRY AND COME e

HOME IF T WAS SURE THE =
NEW MACHINE WOULD WORK. | ©

: - THE NEW MACHINE
Y |N MY BASEMENT
NOW.,

WHEN IT GETS
PARK TONISHT...
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’

LL SHOW DR.ENGLISH A
MACHINE THAT VORKS.




